April 2022 - Did You Know?
Play Ball!

Another pro baseball season is about to begin, so it’s time to talk some
baseball. Did you know that Grand Rapids once had a professional baseball team?
Read on.

Over our long history, many celebrities have visited Blythefield CC. Although
most famous guests came here to play our beautiful golf course, that’s not true for all.
Some were here to swim, including players from the Grand Rapids Chicks, a team in
the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League (“AAGPBL”).

The photo below shows some of the GR Chicks on a day off relaxing at
Blythefield’s original pool. The photo was taken on our old pool’s high dive. The
photo is undated but must have been before 1954. (The BCC yearbook for that year
had an emphatic rule: “The diving tower is NOT to be used at any time.” This rule
was implemented after a couple incidents of divers hitting the bottom; the water
below was not deep enough for diving from that height.)






our original pool, approximately 1953 (photo found by Collin Romanick)

BLYTHEFIELD SWIMMING POOL
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1940’s postcard of our original pool

The history of the Chicks and the AAGPBL is interesting. How did it start?
World War Il was the impetus. Whether to continue the national pastime was debated
soon after the attack on Pearl Harbor. Men’s professional baseball was affected as
many who played in the majors entered military service. The All-American Girls
Professional Baseball League was created by P.K. Wrigley, who owned not only a
chewing gum company but also a men’s major league franchise, the Chicago Cubs.
He was concerned that pro baseball might be suspended as guys were called into
service. Wrigley formed the AAGPBL to assure professional baseball during
WWII. As it turned out, MLB was not suspended. For several years, there was both
MLB and the AAGPBL. In all, this women’s baseball league lasted from 1943 to
1954. For most of that time, we had a team here in west Michigan, the Grand Rapids
Chicks.

The Chicks played their home games at South High School in Grand
Rapids, except for 1950-52 when games were played at Bigelow Field in Wyoming



Township. The Chicks made the playoffs every year they played. Below is a team
photo of the Grand Rapids Chicks.

The AAGPBL inspired the 1992 hit movie, “A League of Their Own”. You
may recall a famous line from that movie: “There’s no crying in baseball.” Perhaps a
different quote should be remembered, one from a Marilyn Monroe movie, circa
1953:

“Diamonds are a girl’s best friend.”

DYK believes that the history of the GR Chicks and the AAGPBL provide a
completely different meaning to that line. So, let’s play ball!

Brent Rector

© Brent D. Rector, 2022



p.s. For those interested, below is a GR Press column from May 19, 1950, at the
start of the GR Chicks’ season.

p.p.s. Is photo editing is in your skill set? DYK is looking for a volunteer to help with
some old photographs.






SPORTS

POTLIGHT

by ROSCOE D, BENMETT

The Chicks Open Now Secason

The Crand Raplds Chicks open & now season In the All-Amerlcan
Glels Dasoball loague Saturday nlght and there will be a big out-
pourlng of the falthful, provided the weather behaves. The Chicks
nare looklng forwnrd to a prefitable sonzon and the management,
threugh Its diligont offorls, has ¥ictually assured the elub of a proft
by tho close of tho seanon, ‘There are no fears about the Grand Rapids
club wenthoring the soason. It ls one of the few In tho lenguo Lhat
Iy soundly arganized, backed and prometed,

‘The bullding of the Chicks Is a grnod example of what can be na-
complished through unifled offort. ‘The mon backing Lhe enlerprise
hero have conatruoted nan orgonlzation ithat hnes boen holpful to Lho
communlity, to the lengue and to tho girls playing the game under |
thelr bannor. ‘The promotion has beon amnrt and adequate, all of
which has Inaplrod confidence In the fans and the publie at large.
Therefore the Chlcks have no worrlos at tho momeont, outalda of the
netunl gompallllan. They have plonly of worrles Lhora.

Loenls Face Muny Probloms

The Chleks are none too hepeful of n pennmnd Lhix soason heeausa
Ihey Juat do not have the pliching necosaary. During the Wost
Nackon Springs tealning eamp Managoer Jehnny Rawilnge got himsett
n bl ahock when he faund that Allee Maylell waa thraugh, Millle
Farp had & sore are, Chubhy Flshor had loft and ho had only his
pecand stelngeen of lnat season areund. Do (rled te bolstor the ataff
the hoal way ho eauld and at the same Elime bulld a club that could
enmpeto with the topa In tho teague. Slneo thero Is a0 grent scavelly
of playors of hlg league callber, Ttawlinga' problem has heon a big,
andd wb Uoes meal diseouraging.  Tlowever, (he old Now Yark Giants
star Ia not one to glve up quickly, Ile has heen patlent and ha hns
beon Lheughtinl In hia eonstruelion procosses, Hut aller walching
hin chnrges In apclng tealnlng gamaa lio 18 not Les anlimistie,

The club this sonsan defenslvely Is probably on a par with that
al laxt sensnn. Doclee Rold's replacing Connte Wisnlewakl has aub-
stltuled apeadl for powor and whethor the substitution has wonkenod
or steengihenod will not be knewn undll the senson gele woll undor
way, Working under the now rnokle rulo—{arcing & reokle lo be
plnyed 1n overy gamo=—Tnwllings hos deelded 1o go along with two
Neat-yenr glels, Dolly Mlomios nnd Pal Courtnoy at (hird bazo. This
apol bt boon 8 woakneoas with the Chicks for the Inst tvo sonsons,
Thors s conann 1o heps Lhat the now glels will 70F the B n BIE mora
enpably Linn 1t hoa boon lled the laxt two sensons.  Tho roat af Lha
lnMolel I strong cnsugh but unguestlonnbly 16 has not Improved ns
much ax some of the other Inflelds In the elreult, The eulfold s
balstored by Thylils Koshn In eonlor and Dorls Saltoefold In left,
e star Neldar of Lhe elreull,

‘Tha enflee elub Ia lacklng In apood, ‘The glels avo not as flool ne
Lhoy mlght e,

Thrae Citlos Bullding Strong :

hres cluba In the ¢lrendt, Fort Wayneo, Roekfard and Soulh,Bend,
ace dsllbaratoly bullding with the thought of winning the ponnant
at almest nony eont,  Raclne and Konoahn ave sianding almost pab.
Munskogon under T.enny Zintag s new manngor, 13 golng all out for
new materinl.  Zintag took lwo tenms of reoklos on n lour of the
natlon last summer and I3 convineed Lhat the newcomors wilh
sennon's play under thele bolt will be the equal of It not better than
nny of the clubs made up of ald-Limors, Peoria s o question mark,
T'he elub thore lna had & lot of troublo and the erganlzallon backing
il hins besn seeking help from athor raombers of the elveult. What
they have now will not ke known untll play has beon under way for
n while, In this sotup the CGeand Roplds outnt 1a belng looked upon
genneally only ae a Nest-divislon eantender,

Fvon though things ave net (oo promising now there Is ne reason
why tho fana hero should glve up hepe, Rawlings 13 conatantly on
the laekout for new materinl and ha |a kaown Uireugheut the league
na one of the test in doveloplng pinyors Into mnjor longue slalure,
As the sensan goon on, the Chicks undeubtedly will ba slronjor as
the noweomers dovelop and now help Iz ebinined. It I8 nlmost cor-
taln that (he elub will not go backward, Tt must Improve. Should
thla Improvenont bo fast aned should the Chicks gat tho breaks It 1a
entiroly poralblo for them Lo upaot Lthe depe nnd come renring down to
tho finlkh a Aghilng contendor for all loague glovies, Iore's hoplng,







