
April 2022 – Did You Know?  
Play Ball!    

  

              Another pro baseball season is about to begin, so it’s time to talk some 

baseball. Did you know that Grand Rapids once had a professional baseball team? 

Read on. 

 

              Over our long history, many celebrities have visited Blythefield CC. Although 

most famous guests came here to play our beautiful golf course, that’s not true for all. 

Some were here to swim, including players from the Grand Rapids Chicks, a team in 

the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League (“AAGPBL”). 

 

              The photo below shows some of the GR Chicks on a day off relaxing at 

Blythefield’s original pool. The photo was taken on our old pool’s high dive. The 

photo is undated but must have been before 1954. (The BCC yearbook for that year 

had an emphatic rule: “The diving tower is NOT to be used at any time.” This rule 

was implemented after a couple incidents of divers hitting the bottom; the water 

below was not deep enough for diving from that height.) 

  

  



 

The GR Chicks on a day off 

 

 



our original pool, approximately 1953 (photo found by Collin Romanick) 

 

 

1940’s postcard of our original pool   

 

              The history of the Chicks and the AAGPBL is interesting. How did it start? 

World War II was the impetus. Whether to continue the national pastime was debated 

soon after the attack on Pearl Harbor. Men’s professional baseball was affected as 

many who played in the majors entered military service. The All-American Girls 

Professional Baseball League was created by P.K. Wrigley, who owned not only a 

chewing gum company but also a men’s major league franchise, the Chicago Cubs. 

He was concerned that pro baseball might be suspended as guys were called into 

service. Wrigley formed the AAGPBL to assure professional baseball during 

WWII.  As it turned out, MLB was not suspended. For several years, there was both 

MLB and the AAGPBL. In all, this women’s baseball league lasted from 1943 to 

1954. For most of that time, we had a team here in west Michigan, the Grand Rapids 

Chicks. 

 

              The Chicks played their home games at South High School in Grand 

Rapids, except for 1950-52 when games were played at Bigelow Field in Wyoming 



Township. The Chicks made the playoffs every year they played. Below is a team 

photo of the Grand Rapids Chicks. 

 

               

              The AAGPBL inspired the 1992 hit movie, “A League of Their Own”. You 

may recall a famous line from that movie: “There’s no crying in baseball.” Perhaps a 

different quote should be remembered, one from a Marilyn Monroe movie, circa 

1953: 

“Diamonds are a girl’s best friend.” 

DYK believes that the history of the GR Chicks and the AAGPBL provide a 

completely different meaning to that line. So, let’s play ball!  

 

Brent Rector 

© Brent D. Rector, 2022 



p.s. For those interested, below is a GR Press column from May 19, 1950, at the 

start of the GR Chicks’ season. 

p.p.s. Is photo editing is in your skill set? DYK is looking for a volunteer to help with 

some old photographs. 



 



 



 

  

  

 


