June 2022 - Did You Know?
Golf Etiquette: Some Things Just

Do Not Change

“Always leave the golf course better than you found it.”
author unknown, so DYK is claiming it!

Last month the Green Committee emailed all of us announcing an
“‘Adopt-A-Hole” program. The idea is for our members to take special care of one
golf hole. Each hole has been assigned to a group of members, who are asked
to special care in your assigned hole in several ways:

e Repair divots and ball marks

« Note the condition of bunkers and if a bunker needs to be raked, take a
minute to do so.

e Pick up tees, broken and otherwise on the tee boxes, especially on the 3
par holes.

o Gathering debris and trash from the golf course.

¢ Report to the committee or Pro Shop any damage or areas that could use
improvement

Click on this link to view the Adopt-A-Hole email - Adopt-A-Hole.pdf

This same idea was used successfully several years ago, so the Green
Committee is wise to reinstitute it. One issue not addressed in our “Adopt-A-Hole”
program is where to drive golf carts — more on that in a minute.

Caring for the course has always been emphasized for our members.
Let’s go back in time to see how it used to be done. Long before computers, email
and websites, Blythefield annually prepared a yearbook and sent it to members.



We still do this, but online rather than the glossy paper “yearbooks” from the old

days. DYK has been looking over some of our old yearbooks. Here’'s what the
cover looked like back in the 1950’s:
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The yearbook listed the board members and committees, informed the
membership of the schedule for club functions, had a membership roster, and
gave information on club policies. There weren’t a lot of club rules, but everyone
was expected to follow them. This was a matter of common courtesy, out of
respect for each other and our caddies as well as our course and property. An
example of the old rules is at page 13 from that 1955 BCC yearbook:



You can see that there were good tips on golf etiquette: playing without
delay, always raking bunkers, taking care of the course by replacing divots and
fixing ball marks, extending courtesy to other golfers, etc. So many of these are
still relevant to our club today — but not all, such as knee-length shorts for ladies
playing golf. What would the pros coming for the Meijer LPGA Classic think of
that!

One matter of etiquette that was not mentioned in our old yearbooks is
where to drive golf carts, or as they used to be called, “buggies”. Before the
1950’s there were no riding carts, and so no need for cart paths or rules for
driving carts. Policies for carts were established only in the 1960’s. Before that
many players used a caddie, and we had lots of them. | was one of the caddies
here in the early 1960’s; that’s how | was introduced to the game.[1]

[1] 1 still have fond memories of walking off no. 1 tee in the dew on a summer
morning, four players with their caddies, some of us no bigger than the heavy
leather bags. We tried to not clang clubs as we walked. It was a good summer



gig. | learned about golf — and some things about people — that have stuck with
me.

When | started caddying around 1960, there were a lot of caddies but
only a few carts. Some players carried their own clubs or used a pull cart
(“trolley”). Here are a couple old photos of early buggies and trolleys:

head pro John Barnum swinging from the first tee, 1962 BCC yearbook;
buggies can be seen behind him
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Golf trolleys lined up outside the old pro shop, 1960 yearbook

Note that it was all grass — no asphalt — behind the first tee. Today we
have asphalt areas to handle the high amount of cart traffic. We need to protect
the turf by always using cart paths; we don’t drive or park on the grass where
paths are available. There are other areas where carts are not allowed. As we re-
introduce tall fescue areas on our course, we need to be avoid driving carts there.

There is also common-sense on caring for our putting greens. Our
modern trolleys should never be walked across a putting green and golf bags
should not be placed on the green.

Now go back and read over page 13 of the 1955 yearbook. Note that
the section on golfers’ relationships with their caddies referred to them as “boys”.
The advice was to treat your caddie as “you would your own son”. This is still
good advice, but with one change needed since now our caddies are both boys
and girls. Treat your caddies with respect. Remember that for most of our
caddies, this is their first job. Many have not been exposed to the game of golf.
We should help teach them. If you like to walk the course, consider taking a
caddie.

And please, always take care of our course.



“l like to do something good every day of my life, and | wanna leave the earth
better than | found it.”

Chi Chi Rodriguez

Brent Rector
© Brent D. Rector, 2022

p.s. DYK is looking for stuff on the history of the Blythefield Invitational. Do you
have memories to share, or any photos, scorecards, other documents, etc. If so,
please share them with me. Thanks.

p.p.s. DYK is still looking for a volunteer with photo-editing skills. It won’t be much
work and there will be no deadlines. Please consider helping.

CORRECTION: The May 2022 DYK on the gangsome incorrectly identified the
name of Howard O’Meara’s wife. It should have been Doris O’'Meara. When |
caddied long ago, | knew her only as Mrs. O’Meara. She was an excellent player,
our ladies’ club champion a record 27 times, including 21 in a row between 1958
and 1978.



